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THE IVER PARISH ACTION PLAN
( derived from the parish appraisal carried out in July 2002 )

                      

Iver Parish Council issued a lengthy questionnaire to each of the 4000 + houses it serves.  The aim was to
provide a background for a Parish Plan, to which the residents had the opportunity to contribute.  Note was
taken of their perception of the Parish in the past, at present and in the future.  32% of households responded,
as did almost 3,000 individuals.

It was recognised that there were significant differences in each of the three wards – Iver, Iver Heath and
Richings Park.  A number of Parish consultation meetings were held which revolved around the community
and the environment, crime, traffic, planning, transport, recreational facilities, education, youth and the more
mature.

It was accepted that some major improvements were required and that there is a need for much more detailed
consultations that should be tackled on a project by project basis.  The index of multiple deprivation for Iver
Village is substantially higher than anywhere else in South Bucks, but the whole Parish has a very stable
population with 54% having lived here for more than 16 years.

We welcome the opportunity of working with the County Council, District Council, Beacon Housing, Health
Authority, Thames Valley Police and other partners in addressing all significant issues and thank the many
volunteers who have so willingly become involved.

The following table shows the issues highlighted by the appraisal and actions undertaken already or planned.
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Action Points Action taken/to be taken Target Date

(i)  The perception of crime, safety and
security.  There is a need to enhance the
profile of “The community safety
forum”.  The low profile of police on
the beat needs to be changed.  The
concern over travellers and gypsies is
also a reflection of this safety and
security issue.

Enhanced police presence in the parish as beat
officers work out of Iver Police Station now.

Community Safety Day held at Iver Village
Hall in September 2003.

Further follow up with newly appointed
Inspector at SBDC Community Safety
Department.

On-going

September 2003

Jan 2004

(ii)  The police score very poorly
compared with the ambulance and fire
service.

It is hoped that the above will improve
perception.

(iii) HGVs, especially the number
passing through Iver High Street, need
to be addressed.  Development of an
alternative route or removal of the sites
generating this traffic is a high priority.
Alternative, additional traffic calming
measures are needed in Iver Village and
Richings Park.

Parish Council policy of circulating nearby
residents with details of new HGV operator
centre applications to enable them to make
representation.

Working with Bucks County Council
highways: the following action will be taken
by them:
·  Pedestrian crossing outside Iver

Recreation Ground off the High Street -
also serving the school

·  Weight restriction on Bangors Road
·  Gated entrances to the parish to reduce

speed
Long term plan of re-developing Iver High
Street with off road shopping and car parking
Long term plan for the Ridgeway Estate and
adjacent site diverting lorries to alternative
route to motorways

On-going

This financial year

10 year plan

(iv) A strong demand to re-establish a
secondary school in the Iver area.  It
would need to take children from
outside the area to provide a sufficient
size to be viable.  Over 50% of all
secondary school children do not
participate in after school activities
because of the distance of the school
from home.

County Council is at present conducting a
review of secondary education within the
whole County.  It is unlikely to justify a
secondary school in the area despite
representations from both parish and district
councils.

Set up a working party to look at additional
transport in the parish and perhaps to include
catering for after school activities.

2003/2004

October 2003
(v) A small proportion of the population
has difficulty with transport (4 to 8%).
There is a need to find a viable public
transport solution especially north south
through the Parish and on Sunday.
Dial-a-ride is clearly not a success if
judged by the number of users.  It
would be worth exploring the
development of a voluntary car service
arrangement within the Parish

Road Safety and Lighting committee is
looking at ways of providing additional
transport for residents of the parish
particularly north/south and into
Uxbridge/Slough with the emphasis on
evenings.

June 2004 to report

(vi) The youth facility at Iver Heath
recreation ground has improved the
overall opinion of the recreation ground

Iver Rec Project committee has been set up
and is working closely with Thames Valley
Groundwork Trust.  Some funds have already

Work to start by
end March 2004
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and similar work needs to be undertaken
at Iver recreation ground.  Activities for
the young are perceived as being very
poor, additional services need to be
provided.

been obtained and work is due to start on
some basic improvements and facilities.

Additional facilities for young people to be
funded by parish council or through grant aid.
Working closely with outreach youth worker
and church youth workers

Funding has been agreed by the parish council
for 2004/2005 to keep the outreach worker.

July 2004

1st April 2004

(vii) The countryside around Iver is
perceived as being important to 98% of
the population and three in four people
want the green belt retained.  A
significant proportion (especially in Iver
Village and Richings Park) would be
willing to accept the release of green
belt for new roads to relieve traffic
congestion through the Parish.

Production by the Parish Council of a
development statement in liaison with the
District Council Development Control section
(as a pilot requested by SBDC)

Draft parish development statement
emphasizes the need to retain Green Belt and
restore derelict sites.  Traffic advisory group
will continue to consider release of Green Belt
to relieve traffic problems.

March 2004

On-going

(viii)  There are a lower number of
younger adults than expected,
possibly due to house prices.
The highest proportion of
population is in the 45 to 64 age
range.

Parish Development Statement identifies
suitable areas for lower cost housing and key
worker housing.  Being undertaken in liaison
with SBDC

March 2004 but 10
year plan

(ix) The prime issue of vandalism
should be addressed through improved
local policing and local community
involvement in protection of our
facilities.

Working with the District Council on possible
provision of CCTV in the parish and district
wide contract for graffiti removal.  Also see
section (i)

April 2004

(x) Flooding affects a small
proportion (4%) of properties in
the area but it is very specific
areas that are affected, these
need to be more thoroughly
investigated.

These were specific areas:
Heatherden Green – lobbied BCC to
undertake investigation and repair

Iver Heath Recreation Ground flooding into
neighbouring properties.

Iver Recreation Ground and allotments – see
(vi) above.

Completed
November 2003
Problem solved.

Grant for drainage
work obtained.
Completed
December 2003

March 2004

(xi) If new homes are to be built the
perceived need is for sheltered
homes for the elderly and small
homes for young people, small
families and single people.

Lower cost housing – see (viii) above  See (viii) above

(xii)  We should investigate the
possibility of providing a public
car park outside Thornbridge
Road shops, in Iver High St and

Local Area Committee has been asked to
consider improving parking facilities outside
Thornbridge Road shops.

February 2004 to
report
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at Iver station. Parish Development Statement identifies
suitable parking in Iver High Street and Iver
station.

March 2004 to
report but 10 year
plan.

(xiii)  The Evreham centre is very
well thought of and needs to be
protected.  It may not be
appropriate to use this facility
for provision of a secondary
school (see conclusion (iv)
above.

Continually working with Evreham Centre
(youth, sport and adult learning) to promote
activities.
Evreham Centre is the venue used by the
parish council for Iver Carnival

On-going

Every 2 years
(2004, 2006 etc)

(xiv) Facilities for cyclists should be
improved.

·  Working with Thames Valley
Groundwork Trust to link with National
Cycle Network by providing land for a
bridge linking the network between
Hillingdon Borough and Iver

·  Ensuring traffic calming measures etc
facilitate cyclists such as weight
restriction on Bangors Road which will
make cycling more pleasant

From 2001 and it is
hoped that
legalities will be
sorted out for work
to commence next
financial year
2004/2005.

Ongoing
(xv) Although footpath maps and

walks are published there is a
very high demand for these and
a low awareness of the existing
availability.

Parish Council now has these available in the
office.
Publicise where to obtain maps in the parish
guide that is published every 2 years.

1st April 2003

1st June 2003 and
every 2 years.

(xvi) Local councils services such as
litter bins are reasonable to poor
and could be improved,
especially in the Iver Heath
area, but the major area of
improvement needed is in the
publicising of planning
applications and decisions.
The Parish Council probably
has a role it could fulfill here.

Requested additional litter bins in Iver Heath
from SBDC

Put additional litter bins in parish council
owned areas.

Publicise planning applications to be
considered by the parish council and decisions
made by SBDC on the notice boards every
other week.

March 2003

March 2003

March 2003

(xvii)  The Iver Heath Parish magazine
could be a better
communication route; suggest
they compare the editorial
content with the Iver magazine.

Parish councils regularly puts information into
both magazines

Ongoing

(xviii)  Improvements should be funded
by grant and sponsorship rather
than council tax increases.

One parish councillor has taken on the
responsibility of looking for grants and
sponsorship.  He provides this information to
other organizations.

May 2003

Any comments on this plan please to the Clerk to the Parish Council at 45B High Street, Iver, Bucks SL0 9ND
Telephone 01753 655331, Fax 01753 654922, e-mail iver.parish.council@co-net.com


